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All aboard the rollercoaster of social and emotional
development! A ride we don't always realize we are on
until we are smack dab in the middle of the big drop :)
Social and emotional intelligence is unique to each
child and will require different responses on behalf of
the adults in their lives.
Yet the recurring themes of consistency and followthrough make an appearance repeatedly.
Emotions fall on a spectrum, and the healthiest way for
us to support our children in their development is to
empower them to cope independently with their
feelings and give them the tools to succeed socially.
Rushing in too quickly prevents children from becoming
familiar with different feelings and understanding how
to proceed in solving the problem. And providing tools
for emotional regulation only goes so far if we don't
hold them accountable and follow through during
appropriate times.
It is not always a smooth ride, but the thrill sure is
worth it when we witness our children thrive!

“IF A MAN DOES NOT KEEP
PACE WITH HIS
COMPANIONS, PERHAPS IT
IS BECAUSE HE HEARS A
DIFFERENT DRUMMER. LET
HIM STEP TO THE MUSIC
WHICH HE HEARS,
HOWEVER MEASURED OR
FAR AWAY.”
HENRY DAVID THOREAU
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Socialization & Collaborative Schooling
By Jenna M. Hill

One of the most common questions I am asked
about our learning collaborative is, "what about
socialization? How many students are enrolled?
Can you tell me more about mixed-aged learning?
What are the benefits of hybrid homeschooling
and self-directed education?"

When we recognize that our children have
varying needs, interests, and preferences, we
see that the most conducive environment for
social growth prioritizes communication,
relationships, and collaborative learning.

Of course, I excitedly share our experiences and
ideas for a progressive education and my go-to
response about socialization is always:

At CASCO, our environment is designed to
foster growth and self-expression regarding
social intelligence. An environment where they
feel safe, loved, and supported.

"Children learn how to socialize through
meaningful, real-life experiences!"

The result? Happier children who learn to feel
confident in who they are.

True socialization comes from experiences in the
world. It is not tied solely to their learning
environment or their extracurricular activities.

The conflict lies when our expectations of how a
child should act and socialize, what they should
be interested in, or how outgoing and
personable they should be.

Playing with friends in the neighborhood.
Ordering food at a restaurant. Asking for help in a
store. Chatting with family members. Watching
others have conversations.
This is socializing! And the best part about our
learning community is that we strive to create
opportunities for families to interact with a
diverse and varied population.

Shake all of that off!
Our children socialize every day. Making
choices, working in groups, interacting with
adults and peers, and developing the social
skills they will utilize for the rest of their lives!

Behavior Observation Worksheet
1. Breathe
Release any tension
Take a beat and breathe in gratitude
Acknowledge your feelings & take note of
your own responses
2. Scan
Assess the situation
Try to observe facts without judgment
3. Wonder
Reflect with inquisitiveness
Discipline your thoughts to stay in a state
of wonder

4. Question
Begin to turn the wonder into questions that
could inspire experimental action
5. Analyze
What behaviors have you noticed over time?
Reflect on your ability to be objective
What behavior did you see?
What would cause them to do that?
(first impression)
Could it be anything else?
What actions can I take to find out
(without blaming, shaming, or taming)?

